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Project Overview
• Introduction to Paradigm objectives

– developing policies and procedures
– testing tools and software
– work book: http://www.paradigm.ac.uk 
– OAIS reference model and METS
– new resource for 21st C political history

• Neglect of digital personal papers
• Practical test of existing theory

http://www.paradigm.ac.uk/
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Scope of project 
• Early intervention essential
• Hybrid collections of paper and digital records
• What is more important, content or ‘look and 

feel’?
• Metadata: technical, preservation, 

administrative 
• Digital repositories: DSpace and Fedora 

software
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Why PoliticiansWhy politicians?

Reproduced by kind permission of Steve Bell
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Accessions – Digital
• Documentation

 -deposit agreement requests permission to create  
     multiple copies for preservation purposes

•   Ingest of digital material – processes
  -encryption
  -authenticity (creation of checksum)
  -automated creation of metadata
  -unique identifier
  -virus checker
  -quarantine   
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Digital Preservation
• Bit-stream preservation, the starting point for 
future preservation strategies
•  Migration
• Emulation

- Camileon project
•Dual approach 

- certain digital objects suit particular strategies
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Metadata
• Metadata provides information about content, quality, 
condition and other characteristics of data
• Administrative metadata (technical, preservation & 
rights)
• METS (Metadata Encoding and Transmission 
Standard) - associates digital objects and their metadata
• Descriptive metadata (EAD) can be embedded or 
linked to a METS file.
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File Formats
Paradigm will work with as many file formats as 
possible
Collecting institutions can’t generally dictate preferred 
file formats
Proprietary closed source v open source software 
(OSS)
PDF/A : Portable Document Format/Archival

PRONOM file format registry
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Digital Repositories

DSpace http://www.dspace.org

Fedora  http://www.fedora.info/

OAIS Model (open archival information 
systems)
 a comprehensive model describing all the functions of a 
digital repository

http://www.dspace.org/
http://www.dspace.org/
http://www.fedora.info/
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Website Archiving Pilot
• British general election 2005 web archiving 

pilot 
• Sites archived: Hazel Blears MP, Tony Lloyd MP, 

Oliver Letwin MP, Boris Jonson blog, Tom Watson 
blog, Richard Allan blog

• Harvesting directly from the web using

– Adobe Acrobat Professional 7.0

– HTTrack
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Conclusions
• How do we define political ‘personal papers’

• Archivists now have the opportunity to shape 
records at the time of creation

•IT support crucial for digital archivists

•Digital preservation still in its infancy there is 
a need for more practical test bed projects


